IRENE SIMKIN
MEMORIAL
ORDER OF SERVICE

Entry Music (sequence) - “The Funeral Hymn / Nkosi Sikelel' iAfrika” (1978 film
Cry Freedom) c. George Fenton, Jonas Gwangwa and Thuli Dumakude [in tribute to
her South African family members]; “Ave Maria” (Peter Jobach) c. Franz Schubert;
“Panis Angelicus” (Choir) c. César Franck; “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past”
(King’s College Choir Cambridge) c. William Croft & Isaac Watts [in rememberance of
her attending the funeral of Sir Sir Winston Churchill in 1965]; “Even Though You’re
Gone” (Angelis); “You’ll Never Walk Alone” (Broadway’s Carousel, performed by
the Mormon Tabernacle Choir) c. Richard Rodgers & Oscar Hammerstein
[representing her love of musical theatre, and particularly this song]; “Crimond /
Psalm 23”: The Lord Is My Shepherd (Choirboys: Patrick Aspbury, Ben Inman & CJ
Porter-Thaw) c. Jessie Seymour Irvine; “Ave Maria” (Petter Bjallo) c. Franz Schubert;
ending with “Panis Angelicus” (Aled Jones) c. César Franck.

[Please note that text in bold, those attending are requested to speak]
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GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
The minister greets the congregation.

Grace and peace from the Lord be with you.
All:

And also with you.

The minister continues with these words:

We have come together
to thank God for the life of Irene,
to mourn and honour her,
and to support one another in grief.
We face the certainty of our own death and judgement.
Yet Christians believe that those who die in Christ
share eternal life with him.
Therefore in faith and hope we turn to God,
who created and sustains us all.
The minister reads verses of Scripture.

We brought nothing into the world, and we take nothing out.
The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the
name of the Lord.
1 Timothy 6.7; Job 1.21b

‘I am the resurrection and the life,’ says the Lord.
‘Those who believe in me, even though they die, yet will they
live.’

John 11.25

I am convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8.38–39
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The people join with the minister in praying:
[Let us pray]

Loving God, you alone are the source of life.
May your life-giving Spirit flow through us,
and fill us with compassion, one for another.
In our sorrow give us the calm of your peace.
Kindle our hope, and let our grief give way to joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN
A hymn is played. The people remain seated and may join in if they wish.

“God Be In My Head” c. Sir Henry Walford Davies KCVO OBE
God be in my head, and in my understanding;
God be in mine eyes, and in my looking;
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking;
God be in my heart, and in my thinking;
God be at mine end, and at my departing.
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TRIBUTES & REFLECTION
A special personal tribute is offered by Irene’s granddaughter.

Ashley Jeanroy
A personal reflection based on a song that both often shared.
“’A’ You’re Adorable” (performed by Perry Como, with The Fontane
Sisters) c. Sid Lippman and lyrics by Buddy Kaye and Fred Wise.
A eulogy is offered by Irene’s youngest son.

Toby Simkin
A eulogy on behalf of all family and friends.
The people are invited to reflect on Irene’s life during a Musical Reflection.

Special mix of “Nimrod” Variation IX (Adagio) the 9th variation on
the 1899 Enigma Variations (performed by The London
Symphony Orchestra) c. Edward Elgar; and “Abide With Me”
(performed by Emeli Sandé) c. William Henry Monk.

The minister reads Psalm 23.

The Lord is my shepherd:
therefore can I lack nothing.
He shall make me lie down in green pastures:
and lead me beside still waters.
He shall refresh my soul:
and guide me in right pathways for his name’s sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death
I will fear no evil:
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff comfort me.
You spread a table before me
in the presence of those who trouble me:
you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full.
Surely your goodness and loving-kindness will follow me
all the days of my life:
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
This passage is read:
The Resurrection of Christ

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to
you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this
gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you.
Otherwise, you have believed in vain.
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he
appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to
more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most
of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared
to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as
to one abnormally born.
For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I
am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked
harder than all of them — yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.
Whether, then, it is I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you
believed.
The Resurrection of the Dead

But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can
some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ
has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More
than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have
testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise
him if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then
Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your
faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen
asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of
all people most to be pitied.
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those
who have fallen asleep.
1 Corinthians 15, verses 1 to 20
New International Version (NIV)
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The minister addresses the people.

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE
The minister says:

As children of a loving heavenly Father,
let us ask his forgiveness,
for he is gentle and full of compassion.
[silence]

God of mercy,
we acknowledge that we are all sinners.
We turn from the wrong that we have thought
and said and done,
and are mindful of all that we have failed to do.
For the sake of Jesus, who died for us,
forgive us for all that is past,
and help us to live each day
in the light of Christ our Lord.
All:

Amen.

The minister says:

May God our Father forgive us our sins
and bring us to the eternal joy of his kingdom,
where dust and ashes have no dominion.
All:

Amen.

Irene Simkin

Page 7 of 12

THE PRAYERS
The minister says:

Let us pray with confidence to God our Father,
who raised Jesus Christ from the dead for the salvation of all.
Thanksgiving:

God of mercy, Lord of life,
you have made us in your image
to reflect your truth and light:
we give you thanks for Irene ,
for the grace and mercy she received from you,
for all that was good in her life,
for the memories we treasure today.
Especially we thank you …
[Silence]

Lord, in your mercy
All:

Hear our prayer.

You promised eternal life to those who believe.
Remember for good this your servant Irene
as we also remember her.
Bring all who rest in Christ
into the fullness of your kingdom
where sins have been forgiven
and death is no more.
[Silence]

Lord, in your mercy
All:

Hear our prayer.

Those who mourn:

Your mighty power brings joy out of grief
and life out of death.
Look graciously we pray on all those who mourn.
Give them patient faith in times of darkness.
Strengthen them with the knowledge of your love.
[Silence]
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Lord, in your mercy
All:

Hear our prayer.

Healing:

You are tender towards your children
and your mercy is over all your works.
Heal the memories of hurt and failure.
Give us the wisdom and grace to use aright
the time that is left to us here on earth,
to turn to Christ and follow in his steps
in the way that leads to everlasting life.
[Silence]

Lord, in your mercy
All:

Hear our prayer.

The minister says:

Merciful Father,
hear our prayers and comfort us;
renew our trust in your Son,
whom you raised from the dead;
strengthen our faith
that all who have died in the love of Christ
will share in his resurrection;
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
All:

God of mercy, entrusting into your hands all that you have made and
rejoicing in our communion with all your faithful people,
we make our prayers through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
The minister says:

As our Saviour taught us, we are confident to pray:
All:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
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on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

THE FAREWELL
The minister says:

Lord Jesus Christ, you gave new birth to our sister Irene
by water and the Spirit.
Grant that her death may recall to us your victory
over death, and be an occasion for us
to renew our trust in your Father’s love.
Give us, we pray, the faith to follow
where you have led the way,
to live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
to the ages of ages.
All: Amen.
The minister says:

Let us commend Irene to the mercy of God,
our maker and redeemer, as we pray.
[Silence]
All:

Holy and loving Father,
by your mighty power you gave us life,
and in your love you have given us new life in Christ Jesus.
We entrust Irene to your merciful keeping:
in the faith of Jesus Christ,
who died and rose again to save us,
and now lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit
in glory for ever. Amen.
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THE DISMISSAL
The minister says:

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:
your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared in the sight of every people;
A light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.

Luke 2.29-32

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore.
All:

Amen.

RECESSIONAL MUSIC
The people are asked to stand as the family leaves to this Recessional music.

“Time To Say Goodbye” (performed by Andrea Boccelli &
Sarah Brightman) c. Lucio Quarantotto & Frencesco Sartoni;
“Walking in the Air “ (performed by Aled Jones) c. Howard
Blake.

Irene Simkin

Page 11 of 12

ABIDE WITH ME

TIME TO SAY GOODBYE

hymn by Scottish Anglican Henry Francis Lyte,
composed by William Henry Monk,

Music & lyrics by Lucio Quarantotto & Frencesco
Sartoni.

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.

Time To Say Goodbye
Paesi che non ho mai
[to countries I never]
veduto e vissuto con te,
[saw and shared with you]
adesso si li vivrò,
[now, yes, I shall experience them]
Con te partirò
[I’ll go with you]
su navi per mari
[on ships across seas]
che, io lo so,
[which, I know]
no, no, non esistono più.
[no, no, exist no longer]
It’s time to say goodbye…
con te io li rivivrò.
[with you I shall experience them again]
Con te partirò
[I’ll go with you]
su navi per mari
[On ships across seas]
che, io lo so,
[Which, I know]
no, no, non esistono più,
[No, no, exist no longer]
con te io li rivivrò.
[with you I shall experience them again]
Con te partirò.
[I’ll go with you]
Io con te.
[I with you]

Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day;
Earth's joys grow dim; its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all around I see;
O Thou who changest not, abide with me.
Not a brief glance I beg, a passing word,
But as Thou dwell'st with Thy disciples, Lord,
Familiar, condescending, patient, free.
Come not to sojourn, but abide with me.
Come not in terrors, as the King of kings,
But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings;
Tears for all woes, a heart for every plea.
Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me.
Thou on my head in early youth didst smile,
And though rebellious and perverse meanwhile,
Thou hast not left me, oft as I left Thee.
On to the close, O Lord, abide with me.
I need Thy presence every passing hour.
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter's power?
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.
I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, if Thou abide with me.
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies.
Heaven's morning breaks,
and earth's vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

NOTES: Lyte was dying of tuberculosis as he wrote it
which celebrates human endeavour with a reminder that
we need God's help and comfort.

WALKING IN THE AIR
Composed & lyrics by Howard David Blake
We're walking in the air
We're floating in the moonlit sky
The people far below are sleeping as we fly
I'm holding very tight
I'm riding in the midnight blue
I'm finding I can fly so high above with you
Far across the world
The villages go by like dreams
The rivers and the hills, the forests and the streams
Children gaze open mouthed
Taken by surprise
Nobody down below believes their eyes
We're surfing in the air
We're swimming in the frozen sky
We're drifting over icy mountains floating by
Suddenly swooping low
On an ocean deep
Rousing up a mighty monster from his sleep
And walking in the air
We're dancing in the midnight sky
And everyone who sees us greets us as we fly
We're walking in the air
We're walking in the air
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NOTE: all video, music, programs and eulogies from this
service are available for private viewing or sharing with
friends at:

http://TobySimkin.cn/IreneSimkin

